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RETOLD TALES CELEBRATE JEWISH
CREATIVITY, CULTURE AND VALUES
Raleigh, NC — Late in the 19th century, an explosion of Jewish creativity
produced an outpouring of inspiring short stories to help readers cope with
the turbulent effects of modernity on traditional Jewish life in Eastern
Europe. In this collection of 12 retold tales, storyteller Scott Hilton Davis
offers humorous, poignant, and powerful examples by four of the most
beloved Jewish writers of this period: Sholem Aleichem, I. L. Peretz, Sholem
Abramovitsh (considered the classic writers of modern Yiddish literature),
and their colleague and friend, Jacob Dinezon.
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Featured in this revised edition of Souls Are Flying! are characters such as
the Old Book Peddler who struggles to remain true to his own path; the
poor Melamud (a Hebrew school teacher of young children) who imagines
the world he would create if he were the wealthy banker Rothschild; the
orphan boy who learns how to be a mentsh (an honorable person); and the
Litvak, a skeptic from Lithuania, who discovers the heavenly power of a
simple good deed.
Although written more than a hundred years ago, these retold tales with
their quintessential Jewish values hold important insights for people of all
faiths who struggle with today’s issues of social injustice, poverty, violence,
war, and how to live a life of integrity in a world that seems constantly in
turmoil.
Scott Hilton Davis is a life-long storyteller, Emmy Award-winning
filmmaker, author, and collector of Jewish short stories from 19th century
Eastern Europe. Convinced of the historical, cultural, and ethical
significance of stories by Sholem Aleichem, I. L. Peretz, Sholem
Abramovitsh, and Jacob Dinezon, Scott began using storytelling to bring
these beloved Jewish writers’ works to new audiences. He is the author of a
collection of eight original short stories called Chanukah Tales from
Oykvetchnik, and Between Heaven and Earth, four one-act plays based on the
stories of I. L. Peretz. He lives in Raleigh, North Carolina.
Jewish Storyteller Press was founded in 2007 to bring the works of 19th
century Jewish writers to 21st century readers. Learn more at
www.jewishstorytellerpress.com

